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Hey TD'ers, if you haven't listened to the message, please do so.  It's long … but rich!  During this study, we're going to read through biblical narratives.  As we read through biblical narratives, it is vital to read through them existentially; that is, we should read the Bible as people who are intimately, personally, and passionately involved with what we are reading, not like a text book we sit OVER and simply glean information from to answer questions on a test or in small group.  This will help bring motivation and conviction in our lives; and if we’re not motivated and convicted as Christians to live for the Lord, we’re not Christians!  We're church-goers.  

That’s why I appreciate really good teachers and preachers, like RC Sproul, John MacArthur, John Piper, Ravi Zacharias, Chip Ingram, Francis Chan, etc. (check them out!); those whom you can tell that the Word of God is pouring through their veins whether on stage or not.  When you hear them speak or speak with them in person, God and His word are their passion; it’s what drives them, and it shows.

And that’s why I always recommend to people, if you have an opportunity to be around greatness, pursue it, seize it.  It’s why I make efforts to take my family to go to conferences around the country where a great speaker is preaching.  It’s why I initiate contact and spend time with great people.  It gives me a chance to observe and interact with them and experience the qualities that make them great … in hopes that some will rub off on me (

It’s important to approach God that way, through His word – proactively, expectantly, enthusiastically.  And with as many famous/great people as I know, there’s no one remotely as great as Jesus.  There’s no one who moves me and shapes me like Jesus.  And I get to meet Him and get to know Him through His Word.

It’s important to demonstrate to both believers and unbelievers that the Bible is relevant and not boring.  If you fake it, that’s hypocrisy.  As those who bear the good name of Christ, we MUST allow God, through the Bible, to transform us (and transformation is never boring ( sometimes painful, but not boring).  ONLY transformed people can transform their worlds.

The disconnect for both the believer and unbeliever who observe our lives, is when we say we’re Christians but live like non-Christians.  That happens when Bible truth stays in the head but hasn’t made its way to the heart.  The Bible can claim lots of transforming power, but the proof is in the pudding.  Transformed lives, uncommon lives, Spirit filled lives, set apart lives, forgiven, restored lives are the proof that the gospel is true.  People can’t argue with a life well lived.

So, as you read the narratives in Genesis, read actively, read between the lines and live the life situations of the biblical characters (put yourselves in their sandals).  Read between the lines BUT stay within the parameters of the text.  Use your imagination to bring out the drama and the emotion that’s there.  Since we all think differently and feel differently, think through the possible range of thoughts and emotions that may have been present ( bring out the color that’s there.  Allow for speculation but do not over speculate ( narrative must be interpreted in light of the didactic (the clear teaching of Scripture).  Ready?  I hope so.  Here we go.  Enjoy Him! 
- Arthur
Just One Generation Removed

After Adam and Even were banished from the Garden of Eden (eastward) for their sin of treason, we see the consistent escalation of sin and wickedness by their progeny, starting with the tragedy of their sons, Cain and Abel.  Cain and Abel were closer in proximity and root to the way God originally made us than anyone.  They didn't have the compounded sin of generations before them.  They were the second generation of humanity!
1. Read Genesis 4:1-16.  
a. What questions and observations come to mind?  What do you think may have gone on in the field that caused Cain to actually kill his brother?  What verses may give us some clues?
b. During the message, Arthur said that the account in Gen. 4 is a little snap shot and a concise picture and foretaste of the story of man's eternal existence.  How so?  What do you think he meant by that?  How does verse 14 show us a foretaste of hell?  Notice the direction he was banished in v. 16.
2. As a result of reading this passage, Arthur concluded that passion and emotion are good as fuel, but not as the driver of our actions. Reason needs to be the driver.  
a. What do you think about that?  Describe what you think a good balance is between passion and reason.  Are there any people you know that come close to that?  Discuss.

b. When you, personally, have conflict with someone, what tends to arise more, passion or reason?  Do you have any process by which you handle your emotions?  What should you do when you feel passion taking the driver's seat?  How can we get our desire to match up with God's desires?  How can we keep passion and reason riding in the same car?
 
3. Arthur mentioned that Cain learned that autonomy is not all that it's cracked up to be. What does autonomy from God really look like? Is it what we really want? Is it even possible to be completely autonomous?  What are ways we can identify an autonomous streak surfacing in our thoughts or actions?


When God Was Sorry

So increasingly wicked, constant, and personal was our sin against God that it pushed God to ultimately utter those chilling words in Genesis 6:6-7, "And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart.  And the LORD said, 'I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky; for I am sorry that I have made them.'"
4. What do you think it means that God was sorry that He made man?  What does it not mean?
5. Noah and his family were the only ones on earth that the Lord spared from this global calamity.  Incredible.  Why Noah?  If there are any clues from Noah's life that could help us in our living, it'd be wise to discover them.  Read quickly through Genesis 6 and 7 to see if you can find any.
Why We Babel

Genesis 10 lists for us a couple of generations of Noah's descendents, still heading east.  Again, just a couple of generations removed from the destruction of the entire world, you'd think that humankind would straighten up its act, learn its lesson, and give up its pursuit of autonomy from God.  Yet, the pursuit continues in Genesis 11, and God, again, must respond.  

6. Read Genesis 11:1-9 carefully, notating questions and observations along the way.
a. Verses 3 - 4 give account of the building of the tower.  What do you think humankind was really trying to do in building the Tower of Babel?  What do you think it really meant that they tried to "make for ourselves a name"?
b. Discuss the issue of the world speaking the same language.  Isn't that a good thing?  Doesn't that promote unity and togetherness? What was the Lord's intent in confusing our language?  Why did He do it?
c. Discuss where our technology is taking us today, such that global products, broadcasting, and services, like satellite and the internet (i.e. facebook, youtube)  are unifying the world in unprecedented ways, causing some to remark that it seems like Babel all over again.  What precautions do we need to take to ensure Christians don't repeat the sin at Babel?
Father Abraham

And as you read through the narrative in Genesis 1 - 11, you get the growing sense that humanity is moving further and further away from relationship with God, relationship with each other, and relationship to the creation.  All the while, God has been exceedingly gracious, executing just and necessary consequences, yet each time leaving the door open for future redemption.  

The beginning of that redemption is found in the call of Abraham in Genesis 12:1-5.  Historian and professor, John Dickson, comments that it is difficult to exaggerate the importance of this passage, for in it we find the answer to Genesis 1 - 11, as well as the roadmap to the rest of the Bible.  It marks the reversal of the 3 collapsing elements of human existence ( 

· Just as relationship with God is broken in Gen. 1 - 11 ( it is being restored through revelation to Abraham 
· Just as relationship b/w humans was falling apart in Gen. 1-11 - esp. in the scattering of humanity across the globe in the Babel account ( it is being gathered together in Abe as he becomes a great nation, and through him all nations are blessed  
· Just as relationship with the physical earth itself is being corrupted and cursed in Gen. 1 - 11, now God promises a beautiful land ( the 3 dimensions of human existence are coming together in Abraham.

For a more thorough understanding of this, I highly encourage you to listen to the corresponding message of the same title on the web site at www.td.mbcla.org.  There, you'll hear a discussion on how Abraham not only is the paradigm of relationship to God in the rest of the Bible, but is also the vehicle through which God wants to unite a community, a true and living community that actually communes with each other; that really does life together for the purpose of pushing each other and pointing each other to honor God!  The promise from God from Genesis 12, through the rest of the Bible is that He is building a people back to one another … IN CHRIST.
Coram Deo
7. What does "church" mean to you?  What role does church play in your life?

8. In order for God to do His work in our lives, attending church isn't enough.  We need true Christian community, with fellow committed believers within the church, where we are willing to get messy, be accountable, and to persevere, though inconvenienced, in order to have deep changes made in one another.  Read Acts 2:37-47 for Luke's description of the early church.
a. What do you think about that?  What stands out to you about the early church?  

b. Are you in a relationship with a community of believers like that?  If so, describe your community.  If not, why not?  Are you willing to be?  How will you start?
c. How is this community of believers different from being in cliques?
d. Communities like this seem rare. Is it possible for community like this to exist today?  What key ingredients will be necessary?
e. Revelation 7:9-10 describes a multitude made up of people brought together by God from every nation, tribe, people, and language. Do you ever ignore the bond that Christ's work has created between Christians that aren't dependent on externals?  Are there ways you ignore or distance yourself from others due to unbiblical barriers you put up?  

